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Part I 
the three theses
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thesis 1 of 3

“Webfonts can be worth the 
effort – especially at higher 

font sizes.”
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thesis 2 of 3

“Retrofitting traditionally 
designed websites using 

webfonts – rather unpleasing.”



thesis 3 of 3

“Webfonts require a new 
webdesign paradigm.”
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Part II 
Webfonts in 2018 

winners and losers





Google Fonts

like late 90’s web safe fonts 

but with 900 families 

mixed quality 

Open Sans – the new Arial 

superior external hosting



external vs. local

external hosting once seemed inevitable and superior 

… but locally hosted fonts are perfectly normal! 

Google and Adobe are (possibly) evil 

indie foundries are (possibly) unreliable



Grand GDPR Clean-up 
of May 2018



Webfont Performance

subsetting for smaller file size 

by language / by OpenType features / by page content 

content delivery network (CDN) 

advanced loading strategies 

if you are crazy enough



www.zachleat.com/web/comprehensive-webfonts





ZEIT ONLINE

two styles of Tablet Gothic as .woff2 

two styles of Franziska Web as .woff2 

= 144 kB and 4 requests for webfonts –  
only on the first page load



ZEIT ONLINE

1.1 MB and 150 requests for image data 

1.6 MB and 89 requests for JavaScript 



Is this worth  
the effort of 
optimizing?



FOIT vs. FOUT



font-display: 
auto; /* standard browser behavior */ 

block; /* forces FOIT behavior */ 

swap; /* forces FOUT behavior */ 

fallback; /* like swap, but with “give up” behavior */ 

optional; /* lets browsers use the custom font only if it’s already 
available. If it isn’t, browsers use the fallback for the duration of the page’s 
lifetime. The custom font may still be downloaded in the background for 
use on subsequent page loads. However, if browsers detect limited 
bandwidth on users’ devices, they might not load the custom font at all. */



branding vs. usabilityFOIT vs. FOUT



How many styles 
should I use?

© Sesame Workshop



less is always better!
… but only for stylistic reasons



Are you ready for the  
most beautiful thing?

© DreamWorks



Compatible down to IE6

@font-face { 
    font-family: 'MySuperFont'; 
    src: url('My_Super_Font.eot'); 
    src: url('My_Super_Font.eot?#iefix') format('embedded-opentype'), 
        url('My_Super_Font.woff') format('woff'), 
         url('My_Super_Font.ttf') format('truetype'), 
         url('My_Super_Font.svg#MySuperFont') format('svg'); 
    font-weight: normal; 
    font-style: normal; 
}



Compatible down to IE9 

@font-face { 
    font-family: 'MySuperFont'; 
    src: url('My_Super_Font.woff2') format('woff2'), 
         url('My_Super_Font.woff') format('woff'); 
    font-weight: normal; 
    font-style: normal; 
}



Everything but IE

@font-face { 
    font-family: 'MySuperFont'; 
    src: url('My_Super_Font.woff2') format('woff2'); 
    font-weight: normal; 
    font-style: normal; 
}



WOFF wins!



© Fox



Clients hate to …

pay for fonts at all. 

buy fonts on their own. 

subscribe to a rental system. 

integrate tracking pixels.



“Comfortable licensing 
might be more important 
than the actual quality of 
the typeface.”



The winning price model:  
“single-pay-pageviews-trust-based”

+ most clients understand it 

+ most vendors offer it 

– definition of “per website” sometimes vague 

– growing pageviews require new licences 



Buy from the foundry!
(If there’s no decent foundry store, got to FontSpring!)





Part III 
case studies





font-feature-settings: "smcp" 1; 

font-feature-settings: "smcp" 1, "tnum" 1;









background: -webkit-linear-gradient(transparent, transparent),  
url(./img/noisy.png) repeat; 

background: -o-linear-gradient(transparent, transparent); 

-webkit-background-clip: text; 

-webkit-text-fill-color: transparent;







Almost finished



Slightly sarcastic roundup

Most websites use webfonts. 

Most of these use Google Fonts. 

Most of these use Open Sans. 

So much for fighting the typographic monoculture!



On a lighter note …

Almost all browsers support webfonts. 

Screen resolutions are getting higher and higher. 

OpenType features are ready to use. 

Licensing and pricing is fair (or even free). 

There are less technical barriers than ever!
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